TFDN Executive Committee Meeting

Conference Call Minutes

4-27-2009

10:00 – 11:00 AM

Conference call attendees: Suzanne Tapp, John Moore, Rob Bartsch, Lynn Jones Eaton, Brenda Quintanilla, Gardner Campbell, Jeff King, Debra Fowler, and Ray Howard.

Presiding Chair, Suzanne Tapp, called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM. Attendees were given participant numbers.  

John Moore was introduced and welcomed to the Executive Committee.  John joined us as a replacement for Lauren Scharff at Stephen F. Austin University.

By-Laws Feedback and Summary (Gardner Campbell):

While looking at the feedback from the WordPress link that Gardner provided, the Executive Committee discussed all comments made by TFDN members, regarding the posted By-Laws draft.  The Articles comments were discussed with the following decisions being made:

Article I.  We agreed to strike the phrase, “scientific purposes” from the Article.

Article III.  A specific dues amount was specifically not included in the Article, so that future changes in dues would not necessitate a change in the By-Laws. 

Article IV. Wordsmith suggestions by a TFDN member were accepted.

Article VI. If we have a tie in the nominations process, an elections sub-committee would be organized to make the final decision about name(s) entered on the final elections ballot. 

Article VII.  We agreed to strike the phrase, “other than as provided herein” from the Article.

Article VIII. We agreed that if the Chair-Elect declines the office or is unable to serve, the Executive Committee would make an interim appointment of up to one year of service.

DBA/Non-Profit Status (Lynn Jones Eaton):  

Jeff King, Ray Howard and Lynn reported that we now have our DBA established.  All application materials have been submitted, and we now have a notarized and County Clerk-approved document on file.  We will get the official copy within two weeks.  Meanwhile, our legal counsel informed us that we cannot complete the non-profit application process until we have our approved Articles and By-Laws for our TFDN organization.  Since we are still in the process of finalizing the By-Laws, the sub-committee realized that we cannot have this status announced as complete at the TFDN annual meeting.  However, we will continue to move forward by choosing a bank in which to deposit our monies and with which to help serve accounting purposes for TFDN.  We agreed to check with the following banking institutions: 1) Bank of America, 2) Chase, 3) Citibank, and 4) Wells Fargo for opportunities to develop a working organizational relationship, pending which institution would best provide needed services. Lynn will meet with a university finance manager to discuss how we might collect monies to be “donated” as start-up funds by Texas Tech Univ., Texas A&M, and UT Austin ($1000/each).

TFDN Website Update (Suzanne Tapp):

Suzanne reported that feedback from the Executive Committee on the three possible TFDN website skeletons, would be appreciated. 

TFDN Conference (Debra Fowler):

Debra said that the planning for the TFDN annual meeting is going well.  She urged us all to register for the conference as soon as possible, as the present registration numbers are low.  She also suggested that we send personal messages to regional institutions to ask them to register, should they plan to attend.  The hotels are open and available for reservations. 

Membership Survey (Brenda Quintanilla and Ray Howard):


Suzanne will send out a final call for feedback on the Membership Survey, so that Brenda and Ray can put it in Survey Monkey for all TFDN members to provide feedback. 

Suzanne agreed to follow-up with remaining items on today’s agenda, due to a shortage of time.  She also suggested that we set Monday, June 1st at 10:00 AM as the meeting time/date of our next conference call.  The meeting ended at 11:05 AM.

