TFDN Executive Committee Meeting

Conference Call Minutes

8-3-2009

10:00 – 11:00 AM

Conference call attendees: Suzanne Tapp, Brenda Quintanilla, Gardner Campbell, Lynn Jones Eaton, Ray Howard, John Moore

Presiding Chair, Suzanne Tapp, called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM. Attendees were given participant numbers.  

Bylaws - Executive Committee Survey Results and Finalization - Suzanne Tapp

Suzanne opened the meeting by giving an update on a survey that she’d sent to the Executive Committee regarding feedback on whether or not Texas Tech, Texas A&M and UT Austin should have a sustained presence on the TFDN Executive Committee, as suggested in the By-Laws.  After reviewing the survey results and after a brief discussion, it was decided that the three aforementioned schools would maintain their presence on the Executive Committee.  Suzanne also agreed to add to the By-Laws, reasons for their sustained Executive Committee standing.  Two were given: 1) They each contributed founding funds to the development of TFDN  and 2) they each have longevity within the establishment of their centers.

Update on 2010 TFDN Conference – Rhonda Blackburn (UT Dallas)

Rhonda Blackburn joined us to provide an update on the planning for the 2010 TFDN Conference.  She stated that the conference would be held on June 8-9 (Tuesday and Wednesday) in Ft. Worth, TX.  Rhonda stated that the pre-conference workshop would be held at the Texas Christian University (TCU) Kelly Alumni Center from 9:00am until 11:30am.  Then attendees would be shuttled (possibly) approximately 4 miles away to the Ft. Worth Hilton for lunch and the opening of the Conference sessions.  The Ft. Worth Hilton would serve as the conference site.  The rate given is $129/night.  There would be free parking at the hotel (they waived the fee).  The Hilton is also conveniently located near the train station, which has a direct route to Dallas/Love Field airport.  Possible keynote speakers are: Peter Seldin (Teaching Portfolios) and John Tagg (Learning Paradigm) and Jose` Bowen (Teaching Naked: Using Technology in the Classroom).  There will be approximately 20 concurrent sessions (5 available rooms with 4 sessions per period).  They will also establish a peer-reviewed proposal submission system, with a few being solicited/targeted.  Ray Howard suggested that Rhonda be given information that Brenda and he collected on the survey, where TFDN members offered their areas of expertise, along with contact information.  Suzanne agreed to collected the information and pass it along to Rhonda for possible planning committee use.  Rhonda stated that they are trying to get sponsorships (Jossey Bass?) for lunches/dinner and presenter fees.  The Executive Committee agreed to further discuss the possibility of providing financial support to planning committees hosting annual TFDN conferences.  They will try to have the call for proposals posted on the TFDN website soon.  Rhonda will send “Save the Date” information for Suzanne to have posted on the TFDN website, as soon as possible.

Future Direction/Plan for remainder of 2009 (Suzanne)

Suzanne asked each committee member for comments related to ideas for future directions/planning for TFDN.

· Brenda- There is a need for more marketing & growth

· Gardner- Is interested in the need for more socially mediated communication for TFDN (could be a way to gain more visibility for TFDN)

· Lynn- More marketing; solidifying the non-profit status, along with our financial accounting system

· Ray- There is a need to strengthen our regional presence; we need a way to recognize important leadership within higher education; the use of upcoming digital case stories for TFDN

· Suzanne- Need to strengthen regional development to grow TFDN; Starlink may be a way for more visibility of TFDN

Suzanne stated that she’d send today’s minutes to the Executive Committee, along with the amended explanation about TTU, TAMU and UT Austin to be included in the By-Laws.  We also agreed to further discuss precedence for providing funds to host institutions for the annual TFDN conference.  The meeting ended at 11:02 AM.
